
Seeing and Solving World Problems 

with Mundane Astrology

Following Kepler’s very modern view of the role of astrology, we 

will seek advice from the charts of nations, events and the 

leading people involved.  The focus will be particularly upon the 

astro-narrative of the Middle East crisis dating back to 70 CE, 

and the prospects for USA, China and the world economy as we 

face the Pluto return of the Industrial Revolution.
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Sykes-Picot Agreement
May 9, 1916), secret convention made during World War I between Great Britain and France, with the assent of 

imperial Russia, for the dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire. The agreement led to the division of Turkish-held 

Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, and Palestine into various French- and British-administered areas. The agreement took its 

name from its negotiators, Sir Mark Sykes of Britain and François Georges-Picot of France.

Its provisions were as follows: (1) Russia should acquire the Armenian provinces of Erzurum, Trebizond (Trabzon), 

Van, and Bitlis, with some Kurdish territory to the southeast; (2) France should acquire Lebanon and the Syrian 

littoral, Adana, Cilicia, and the hinterland adjacent to Russia’s share, that hinterland including Aintab, Urfa, Mardin, 

Diyarbakır, and Mosul; (3) Great Britain should acquire southern Mesopotamia, including Baghdad, and also the 

Mediterranean ports of Haifa and ʿAkko (Acre); (4) between the French and the British acquisitions there should be 

a confederation of Arab states or a single independent Arab state, divided into French and British spheres of 

influence; (5) Alexandretta (Iskenderun) should be a free port; and (6) Palestine, because of the holy places, should 

be under an international regime.

This secret arrangement conflicted in the first place with pledges already given by the British to the HāshimiteThis secret arrangement conflicted in the first place with pledges already given by the British to the Hāshimite

dynast Ḥusayn ibn ʿAlī, sharif of Mecca, who was about to bring the Arabs of the Hejaz into revolt against the Turks 

on the understanding that the Arabs would eventually receive a much more important share of the fruits of victory. 

It also excited the ambitions of Italy, to whom it was communicated in August 1916, after the Italian declaration of 

war against Germany, with the result that it had to be supplemented, in April 1917, by the Agreement of Saint-Jean-

de-Maurienne, whereby Great Britain and France promised southern and southwestern Anatolia to Italy. The 

defection of Russia from the war canceled the Russian aspect of the Sykes-Picot Agreement; and the Turkish 

Nationalists’ victories after the military collapse of the Ottoman Empire led to the gradual abandonment of its 

projects for Anatolia. The Arabs, however, who had learned of the Sykes-Picot Agreement through the publication of 

it, together with other secret treaties of imperial Russia, by the Soviet Russian government late in 1917, were 

scandalized by it; and their resentment persisted despite the modification of its arrangements for the Arab 

countries by the Allies’ Conference of San Remo in April 1920.
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